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Ohio’s Phosphorus Reduction Goals - Maumee
• 40% Phosphorus reduction in 

annual loads in WLEB

• Ohio’s baseline load is approx. 
2.5 million pounds annually

• Ohio’s 40% reduction results in a 
reduction of roughly 1 million 
pounds

• Load reduction assigned to 
agriculture NPS is approximately 
800,000 pounds annually



Ohio’s H2Ohio Project Area
• Program is focused on reduced nutrient losses 

through improved nutrient management, reduced 
soil erosion, and better water management 
practices

• ODA started the H2Ohio program delivery across 
the Maumee River Watershed in 2021

• H2Ohio project area was expanded to 10 additional 
counties in 2022 with VNMP development, and all 
practices in 2023



Voluntary Nutrient Management Plan (VNMP)
• VNMP development and 

implementation is required on all 
cropland to receive program 
incentives

• Requires current soil tests and crop 
rotations.  Nutrient prescriptions in 
accordance with NRCS 590 standard

• Over 2500 active contracts with 
nearly 1.5 Million acres in approved 
VNMPs currently in the program



Supporting Practices
• Enrollment – 1,560,000 acres of 

cropland for 2023, represents over 35% 
of the cropland across the project area

• Additional Practices – Program 
participants are encouraged to enroll in 
additional practices to improve nutrient 
application method and timing and 
reduce erosion
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• The Ohio Controlling Board approved 
the purchase of MyFarms software on 
4/24/23

• Delivery of the first MyFarms H2Ohio 
modules are targeted for July 1, 2023

• Enrollment for H2Ohio practices 
across the 14 County Maumee 
Watershed project area will begin in 
Aug/Sept for 2024 and beyond

Program Software for New Enrollment



H2Ohio Two-Stage Ditches

• ODA awarded $4.2 million for 12 two-stage 
ditch projects

• Eleven of the 12 projects are in the WLEB

• 8.4 miles of two-stage ditch projects will 
benefit more than 18,000 acres of watershed

• Construction will begin this summer, and all 
projects must be completed by Fall 2024



Practice Changes for FY ‘24 & ‘25

• Streamline practice offerings, 
while maintaining current 
program priorities

• Adjust practice standards for 
easier implementation, but 
preserve practice integrity



H2Ohio Plans for Next Budget

Western Lake Erie Basin - $60M/yr

• Grow Program Footprint - 2 Million Acre Goal
• Accept applications from for H2Ohio BMPs for 

‘24-’26 across the Maumee Project Area

• If funding & workload allows:
• Promote contract extensions for existing WLEB 

expansion area contracts to include ‘26 practices

• Accept new applications from the WLEB expansion 
area for ‘24-’26 BMPs



H2Ohio Plans for Next Budget

Outside WLEB - $10M/yr

• Promote VNMP development across 
500,000 acres
• Take applications for VNMP development 

across the remainder of Ohio

• Build nutrient management & agronomic 
knowledge within SWCD staff

• Build relationship between SWCD 
personnel and local consultants, 
agronomists, and ag retailers

Tri-State 
or    

NRCS 590



H2Ohio Plans for Next Budget

SWCD Technical Assistance - $7M/yr

• Continue support of SWCDs in WLEB for 
program enrollment & implementation

• Provide funding for training and additional 
staffing outside of WLEB to build nutrient 
management capacity



Questions?
Terry Mescher Clark Hutson
H2Ohio Program Manager H2Ohio WLEB Program Coordinator
ODA – DSWC ODA – DSWC 
terry.mescher@agri.ohio.gov clark.hutson@agri.ohio.gov
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